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STITCH BY STITCH: HOW KNITTING SWPPORTS
HEALING AT N STREET VILLAGE

Every Tuesday, women gather around the table in the
Village’s art room. Some are feeling unsure of what to
expect. Many arrive saying, “l don’t know how to knit” or “|
can’t do this” But by the end of class, they’ve learned the
basics, started a project, and often leave with a smile.

The class, however, offers more than instruction. It provides
peace, connection, and a sense of accomplishment—which is
especially meaningful for women navigating homelessness or
housing instability.

The weekly knitting group, held in partnership with Project
Knitwell, is co-led by longtime volunteer Patricia Hindin.
“These are women who’ve been through so much,” she
says. “When they learn something new and stick with it, it
matters”

For many, knitting becomes a tool for managing stress. Some
women chat and offer support to one another. Others knit
quietly, using the repetition to soothe anxiety or grief.

One participant shared, “I am finding my calm and my
peace. | even knit on the days when we don’t have class.”
She added, “It’s therapeutic. | look forward to showing what |
did in the next class”

The impact of these knitting classes extends beyond the
Village walls. One participant recently finished a sweater for
her son; another is exploring ways to sell her creations online.

“I thought | was coming here to teach,” Patricia says, “but
I've learned so much from these women. Their strength, their
creativity, their willingness to try—it’s inspiring.”

At N Street Village, even a simple stitch can help women
rediscover their confidence—and themselves.




A Message

from

Read reflections from our CEO on the challenges and opportunities shaping the Village. Her message offers both
perspective and gratitude for the community that makes our work possible.

Dear Village Friend,

We begin the new fiscal year in a rapidly shifting environment, where needs are growing and the pathways to securing
resources are becoming increasingly complex. While we do not have control over every external factor, the Village will
continue to do what we have done for more than five decades. We will continue to welcome every woman with care
and compassion.

The vision for the Village emerged during a time of turmoil in the city, as volunteers stepped up to provide simple meals
like baked potatoes and a safe place to sleep for vulnerable neighbors. N Street Village has grown and evolved over
the last fifty years—both in the number of women we serve and the types of supportive services we provide.

Addiction and mental health challenges are two of the leading drivers of homelessness, and we have recently added
key staff to our Behavioral Health Services team. Nearly all of us know someone who has faced one or both struggles—
and, in many cases, they were able to access the care and support needed to heal. But for too many women, that help
never comes. They face these same challenges without a safety net, family support, or consistent access to care. These
are the women we serve.

Each day, we witness the power of our Village in action. Whether it’s a woman taking her first courageous step
through our doors, a volunteer serving breakfast, or a donor investing in long-term solutions, every act of connection
strengthens the foundation for a brighter future.

This past year, your generosity enabled us to provide essential housing and wraparound services to hundreds of women
across the city. From emergency shelter to permanent supportive housing, and from job readiness training to wellness
programs, your partnership ensures that every woman who comes to us has the opportunity to move forward with
strength and dignity.

The road ahead will bring challenges. As federal priorities evolve and long-standing funding streams become less
certain, organizations like ours are being asked to do more—with less. Yet, we remain steadfast. Every day, our team
opens the doors, prepares meals, leads wellness groups, offers case management, and holds space for healing and
hope.

In the midst of change, one constant remains: your support. You remind us that we are not in this alone. We are a
Village, and that is both beautiful and powerful. Together, we are focused on meeting the moment to ensure we can
continue providing the safe housing and life-changing programs on which our community relies.

We’'re still here—because you are. In an era of ongoing change, your ongoing commitment remains our greatest source
of stability. This community has always been the backbone of our work, and that truth has never been more evident
than now. Thank you for all the ways you are standing with us and helping ensure N Street Village continues to provide
a welcoming space for every woman who walks through our doors.

With gratitude,

Portia Robertson Migas
President & CEO, N Street Village




Voices of

the Village - SPOTLIG”T,

From the women we serve, who are navigating homelessness with courage and resilience, to the volunteers and
donors whose generosity fuels our mission, these are the voices that inspire hope and create change every day.

From Riots to Radical Hospitality: Gary and Margaret
Maring’s Village Legacy

When it comes to servant leadership, few stories are as powerful as
that of Gary and Margaret Maring.

Their journey with N Street Village began in early 1968, when they
arrived in Washington, D.C., and joined Luther Place Memorial
Church. Just ten days before their wedding, Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. was assassinated, and the city erupted in grief and unrest. As
the 14th Street Corridor burned and many fled the city, the Marings
chose to stay. That decision—to remain in a city in crisis and respond
with compassion—would shape the course of their lives.

Gary joined the church council in 1970 and became one of the
founding architects of N Street Village. In 1973, Margaret helped
open Deborah’s Place—D.C’s first transitional home for women
experiencing homelessness.

The Marings’ commitment extends far beyond leadership roles. For
years, they served as overnight volunteers, driving in from Bethesda
to spend evenings talking with residents, sleeping on narrow cots,
and preparing breakfast for the clients in the morning. “I felt that |
needed to be on the front lines as well as serving on committees,”
Gary said. “I needed to understand what was really happening.”

As N Street Village expanded, Gary played a critical role in the development of its Flagship location in the
1990s—helping to raise funds, navigate city processes, and bring together the partners needed to turn the vision
into reality.

Margaret was equally instrumental, working to develop programming and to establish a culture in which every
woman is welcomed with dignity and respect. “N Street Village is
a place where women find love and acceptance, many for the first
time in their lives,” she said.

After more than 50 years, Gary and Margaret are still active
volunteers at the Village, often headed to the Flagship location to
serve lunch at Bethany Women’s Center. The Marings’ legacy lives
on in every woman who finds her way to the Village—a testament to
decades of dedication, quiet leadership, and an enduring belief in
what’s possible.
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a community of empowerment
and recovery for women

1333 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

info@nstreetvillage.org

United Way #8281| CFC #90946

N Street Village is a community of
empowerment and recovery for
women experiencing homelessness,
housing instability, or low income in
Washington, D.C. With comprehensive
services addressing both emergency
and long-term needs, N Street Village
partners with women to achieve
stability and make meaningful gains
in their housing, income, employment,
mental health, physical health, and
addiction recovery,

The Village Shines
with Your Support!

The JP Morgan Chase team came by to help prep
our clothing closet, expanding access to clean and
professional attire!

This summer, Deloitte hosted “A Day of Impact”
where volunteers from the consulting firm spent the
day supporting clients with job application readiness,
personal financial planning, and mental wellness.

We appreciate the team from Zoe Feldman Designs
stopping by to help organize donations and prepare
supplies for the women we serve.



